Gummy Smile

Gummy Smile is a smile where one can visualize the upper gums of the mouth leading to excess gingival display.  Often, this is due to over powering muscles which controls elevation or lifting or the upper lip “Levator muscles”.  Other causes can be due to inflammation of gums, skeletal problems or orthodontic braces.
Action of Levator muscles: there are five muscles that contribute to elevation of upper lip.

Levator Labii Superioris

Levator Labii Superioris Alaquae Nasi

Levator angular oris

Zygomaticus muscle

Treatment options:

Softening of levator labii superioris muscles are recommended due to the risk of over treatment leading to asymmetry or drooping of upper lip.

Common side effects:

1. Asymmetry – even if the same amount of product is given, other factors such as absorption, diffusion and migration of product may take place leading to asymmetrical results

2. Drooping of upper lip

Recommended dosage:

Subject to individual variation

Starting dose (from 2 units each side) and review every 2 weeks for ongoing treatment to find the right dose for subsequent treatments.

